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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen ,  and  Members  of  the 
Wisbech  Corporation,  acting  as  the  Urban 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  again  have  the  pleasure  and 
honour  to  place  before  you  my  annual  report  for 
the  year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1895,  and  it  is  one 
which  enabi.es  me  to  again  report  to  you  that  the 
sanitary  requirements  of  this  town  must  have  taken 
a  very  prominont  place  in  your  minds,  for,  a3  a 
result,  they  are  carried  out  in  a  very  thorough  and 
satisfactory  manner.  This  town — with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  small  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  which  I 
shall  again  have  to  refer  to — has  been  remarkably 
free  from  diseases  of  a  so-called  zymotic  nature. 
Contrary  to  what  one  might  expect,  we  have  had 
practically  no  cases  of  an  infectious  or  contagious 
character  during  the  whole  year,  as  only  two  cases 
of  typhoid  fever  and  one  case  of  diphtheria  have 
come  to  my  knowledge.  Influenza  was  again  very 
prevalent  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year 
a*id  was  widespread.  We  shared  it  in  common 
with  the  whole  surrounding  district  and  neighbour¬ 
ing  towus,  but,  taken  as  a  whole,  this  disease 
was  not  nearly  so  severe  in  character  as  in  the  last 
epidemic.  Whooping  cough,  which  was  so  preva¬ 
lent  last  year,  this  year  was  eutirely  absent.  As 
you  are  aware,  this  year  you  adopted  theNotifiea-  Pel 
tion  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  which  enables  me  mii 
now  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  every  infectious 
illness  which  occurs  in  the  borough,  and  I  think 
it  will  prove  of  great  value.  Undoubtedly,  it  was 
through  this  that  _we  were  able  to  keep  so  much  in 
check  the  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  which  occurred 
during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year.  Although 
serious,  it  _  was  not  of  a  severe  nature.  This 
disease,  as  it  remains  catching  for  so  long  a  period 
after  convalescence,  is  perhaps  the  one  we  have  most 
difficulty  in  dealing  with,  especially  in  crowded 
streets  or  yards.  The  first  case  of  this  epidemic, 
which  came  to  my  knowledge  in  June,  occurred  in 
Ryan-street,  and  soon  three  other  members  of  the 
same  family  were  attacked.  In  August,  a  case  im¬ 
ported  from  Brighton  occurred,  and  soon  after, 
several  other  cases  sprang  up,  and  during  the 
remaining  months  of  the  year  it  was  a  constant 
source  of  anxiety,  but  as  the  cases  were  very  inild 
in  type,  _  only  one  death,  fortunately,  was  caused 
through  it.  It  seems  difficult  to  trace  the  origin  of 
the  outbreak.  Altogether  35  cases  were  reported, 
and  of  these  a  large  number  were  at  once 
removed,  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and 
so  the  various  districts  were  removed  from  danger 
as  far  as  possible  In  each  case  disinfectants  were 
very  liberally  used,  and  in  many  cases  personally 
used  by  your  inspector,  who  at  all  times  exerted 
himself  and  took  the  most  active  and  prompt  pre¬ 
cautions  to  stay  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Not 
only  was  isolation  as  far  as  possible  obtained,  but 
also  any  insanitary  condition  was  remedied  that 
was  found  to  exist.  The  climatic  influence  un¬ 
doubtedly  had  some  effect  on  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  In  the . early  part  the  weather  was  very 
warm  and  damp,  in  October  it  became  much  colder, 
and  the  disease  nearly  died  out,  whilst  again  in 
December  it  became  wet  and  foggy,  and  a  few  fresh 
cases  appeared.  With  respect  to  the  cases  of 
typhoid  fever,  one  occurred  in  the  town,  and  was 
very  severe,  and_  was  imported  from  Portsmouth. 

The  other  was  in  the  country,  and  was  caused 
through  drinking  stagnant  water.  In  the  case  of 
diphtheria,  which  was  very  mild,  it  was  obtained 
probably  from  polluted  water  in  a  neighbouring 
village.  The  great  advantage  obtained  through  so 
many  of  the  inhabitants  using  so  freely  the 
lAwharo..  water  was  thus  a.irain  strikingly 
marked,  and  it  isaT"80Tn  lie  ui- 
to  find  thatnowthis  is  practically  our  water  supply, 
as  it  continues  to  be  more  and  more  used  each 
year.  During  the  year  I  have  frequently  visited 
various  parts  of  the  town,  which,  taken  as  a  whole, 
is  well  kept,  the  condition  of  the  slaughter-houses, 
public  buildings,  Carpenters’  Arms-yard,  &c.,  are 
much  improved,  the  chief  source  of  anxiety  now 
being  the  continued  bad  state  of  the  Russell-street 
sewer.  This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted  as  now  the 
sewers  in  general  are  acting  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner,  whilst  the  main,  which  was  so  ehoked, 
right  through  the  Park  to  the  pumping  engine  is 
now  almost  as  dear  as  when  first  put  down,  the 
system  of  flushing  being  highly  beneficial.  Very 
few  complaints  of  nuisances  have  been  made, 
whilst  each  has  received  prompt  attention  and  been 
remedied  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  nearly  all  used  closets  are  now  connected  with 
the  town  sewers.  The  number  of  births  during  the 
year  were  218,  or  6  more  than  last  year,  of  these 
106  were  males,  112  females,  giving  a  birth 
rate  of  23  ;2  per  1000.  The  number  of  deaths 
during  the  year  were  239,  being  a  much  larger 
number  than  last  year,  where  the  death 
rate  was  so  exceptionally  low,  of  these,  how¬ 
ever,  only  18©  occurring  in  the  town,  11  in  the 
Hospital,  40  in  the  Workhouse,  giving  a  death  rate 
for  the  town  of  19T  per  1000.  In  connection  with 
tho  deaths,  it  is  remarkahle  to  notice  the  various 
ages  at  which  pei-sons  have  died.  In  the  Work- 
house,  out  of  40  deaths,  10  were  over  the  age  of  60 
years.  14  over  70  years,  15  over  80  years,  and  one 
over  90  years,  when  they  died.  The  infantile  death 
rate  is  large,  when  compared  with  last  year,  no 
less  than  40  children  having  died  under  the  age  of 
one  year,  giving  an  infantile  death  rate  of  4'2  per 
1000.  Deaths  from  pulmonary  and  heart  affections 
were  somewhat  numerous,  50  of  the  deaths  being 
attributable,  to  these  causes,  viz.,  phthisis  15, 
bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  pleurisy  17,  heart 
disease  18.  In  the  Workhouse,  phthisis  caused  1, 
heart  disease  1,  and  bronchitis  3  deaths.  In 
the  town,  the  deaths  under  one  year  were 
40 ;  over  one  year  and  under  five  years,  10 ; 
over  five  years  and  under  15  years,  8 ;  over 
15  years  and  under  25  years,  9;  over  25  years 
and  under  60  years,  34 ;  over  60  years,  79.  In 
the  Workhouse,  under  1  year,  2 ;  over  15  years  and 
under  25  .years,  1 ;  over  25  years  and  under  60  years. 

5 ;  over  60  years,  40.  In  the  Hospital,  under  1 
year,  1 ;  over  15  years  and  under  25  years,  3 ;  over 
25  years  and  under  60  years,  5 ;  over  60  years,  2. 
Herewith  I  beg  to  hand  you  the  tabular  statements 
of  births,  sickness  and  mortality  for  this  period. — 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  faithfully  yours, 

Hap.rv  Groom,  B.A.,  M.  D.,  &c., 

Jan.  18th,  1896.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, — In  drawing  up  my 
report  for  the  year  1895,  I  find  there  is  but  little  to 
mention.  You  have  happily  been  put  to  no  anxiety 
nor  expense  as  regards  any  threatenings  of  cholera 
to  your  port  during  the  year.  The  hospital  suffered 
much  during  the  severe  gales  that  have  passed  over 
the  district  during  the  year,  but  it  lias  been 
thoroughly  repaired,  and  is  ever  ready  to  receive 
any  patients  that  may  be  justly  brought  to  its  doors. 

I  must  draw  your  attention — 1st,  to  the  fact  that 
the  laundry-house  at  the  hospital  is  being  largely 
used  as  a  beacon-lantern  room,  which  I  think 
should  not  be  allowed  ;  2nd,  the  hospital  is  entirely 
without  any  form  of  bath  for  the  patients ;  3rd, 
two  beds  out  of  the  four  are  without  anv  bedding  ; 

4th,  one  ward  is  without  a  table.  I  shall  be  grate¬ 
ful  if  these  various  necessaries  be  supplied.  All 
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ships,  with  one  exception,  coming  to  the  port  j  Wo 


during  the  year  have  been  inspected,  either  by 
myself  or  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  found  in 
a  satisfactory  condition.  In  conclusion,  I  can 
assure  you  of  a  continuance  of  a  vigilant  watch 
being  kept  over  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  port 
by  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Hknslowe  Wellington,  M.O.H. 

THE  RUSSELL-STREET  SEWER. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  as  to  the  state  of  the  Russell-street  sewer 
and  it  was  ordered  that  a  reply  should  be  sent  to 
the  effset  that  the  nuisance  had  been  obviated. 

This  coucludod  the  business. 


ELM, 

Institute  Cricket  Club,— The  annual  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last  Fob.  1 1th.,  Mr.  J. 

J.  Houghton  presided,  and  there  was  a  very  good 
attendance.  Tho  accounts  for  tho  past  season  wero 
prosentod  and  passed.  Mr.  A.  Raeoy  was  re-elected 
captain  ;  Mr.  F.  Bowott  was  appointed  vice-captain 
and  Mr.  W.  Jewson  (junr.)  lion.  sec.  Mr.  W. 
Greaves  has  kindly  lont  his  field  for  the  use  of  the 
club  and  with  the  small  balance  in  hand  (which  it  is 
hoped  will  bo  increased  by  the  proceeds  of  an  enter¬ 
tainment  to  be  given  'shortly),  there  is  overy  pros¬ 
pect  of  a  successful  season. 

OUTWELL. 

National  Schools. — The  followiug  is  a  copy  of 
H.M.  Inspector’s  Report  on  these  schools: — “  Mixed 
Schools:  The  work  appears  to  be  good  and  thorough. 

In  the  reading  of  the lewer  classes,  a  natural  tone  of 
voice  should  be  cultivated.  Mental  arithmetic 
needs  some  attention.  Tables  too  mechanical.  Class 
subjects  (grammar,  rocitation  and  geography)  intel¬ 
ligent  and  good.  Muoh  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Cooper 
and  his  staff.  The  improvements  that  have  been 
made  in  tho  premises  are  very  satisfactory.  Infants’ 
school :  Discipline  very  good  and  teaching  thorough. 
Mechanical  methods iu  aritlimeticshouldbo  avoided. 

Most  of  the  work  is,  however,  excellent.”  Tho 
highest  possible  grants  have  boon  oarned  in  both 
schools,  namely,  20s.  fid.  per  head  on  the  average 
attendance  in  the  mixed  school.and  17s.  per  head  on 
tho  infant  school.  Miss  Le  Fla  and  Miss  Louio 
Ely  havo  passed  their  examination  very  satisfac- 
factorily,  having  no  subject  marked  against  them. 

Miss  Sophia  Robb  has  passed  the  examination  for  a 
a  candidate  on  probation.  On  the  special  reeom-  |  en 
mendatiou  of  Her  Majesty’s  inspector,  the  annual  j  a 
examination  due  in  Jauuary,I897,will  be  omitted,  j  roll 
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THE  ISLE  @F  El 


Situations  Darant. 


^VACANCIES  for  APPRENTICES  to  the 
V  Millinery,  Dressmaking,  and  Showroom  at 
C.  B.  Anderson’s. _  _ 

PAG E  BOY  WANTED.— Apply  to  Messrs. 

Foot  and  Sutton,  Surgeon  Dentists,  5, 
Market-street,  Wisbech.  [4563 

WANTED,  a  well-educated  Youth,  as  an 
APPRENTICE.— E.  B.  Bellars,  16,  17. 
aud  18,  Market-place.  [4093 

WANTED,  at  once,  a  SINGLE  MAN,  to  do 
Shoe  and  Jobbing  Work  Constant  work. 
Mr.  T.  R.  Kino,  Red  Cap  Inn,  Sutton  St. 
Edmunds. _ _ _ [4550 

Y\7  ANTED,  YOUNG  MAN,  used  to  Horses,  to 
W  live  in  the  house.— Theo.  Smith,  Southeau 
Bank,  St.  Edmunds.  [4521 

WANTED,  a  Steady  YOUNG  MAN  to  plough 
and  milk.  — Apply,  T.  Wajoslev,  WGbech. 

WANTED,  a  HORSEMAN,  to  live  in  house  — 
Apply,  H.  Lankfer,  South  Brink. _ [4551 

WANT  ED',  a  Single~Man  as” HO  RSE  M  AN.  — 
Apply  to  Mr.  S.  Stookdale,  Leverington- 

road.  ___ _ _ _  [4573 

\\J  ANTED,  at  once,  a  Married  Man  as  lOUL 
YV  MAN,  and  used  to  all  kinds  of  farm  work  ; 
also  a  Single  Man  as  SECOND  HORSEKEEPER. 
— Apply,  S.  Jones,  Mere  House,  Ramsey,  Hunts. 

\\T  ANTED  a  Married  Man  as  SHEPHERD  and 

YV  DROVER.  Cottage  and  Garden  and  good 
wages  to  a  steady  man.. — Apply,  Josiah  Hunter, 
Hunsate  :  or  Ship  Hotel,  Wisbech,  on  Market 
days?  _ _ [4420 

WANTED,  by  a  firm  ot  timber  importers,  a 
TRAVELLER,  with  a  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  Northamptonshire  and  district. — Address, 

:  Timber,”  Grimsby  News,  Grimsby.  [4555 


Pis^Uancous, 


JDK  ESS  AND  MANTLE  MAKING. 


MISS  CLARKE,  6,  Charles-street,  will  be  glad 
to  receive  orders.  Good  tit  and  style  at 
moderate  charges. 

COTTAGE  W  ANTED,  with  LAN  Dfor  gardening, 
near  good  Market  Town. — Apply,  by  letter, 
“  Beta,”  Advertiser  Office.  [4441 

DAINTREE  &C0.,I>YEING  and  CLEANING 
in  all  its  branches. — -Mrs.  S.  E.  Clarke. 
Agent,  22,  High-street,  Wisbech. 

ITlRUir  TREES  GRAFTED  on  reasonable  terms 
'  by  Henry  Miller,  New  Common  B.idge, 
Wisbech. _ [4542 

WANTED,  a  HOUSE:  rent  about  £16  clear 
Bay  window  and  passage  preferred. — Ed. 
T.  Lofts,  9,  Market-street,  Wisbech.  [4508 

ANTED,  4  to  4  Tons  of  GOO®  HAY.— J. 
MATfpRTK*1-  r’1-  V7 Mou'iien.  [  la .  8 


v  WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  19th,  1896. 
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The  services  which  have  been  rendered  in 
|  and  out  of  Parliament  by  the  Hon.  Arthur 
|  Brand  to  the  constituency  of  the  Wisbech 
Division  of  Cambridgeshire  will  receive  public 
recognition  on  Wednesday  next,  the  26th  inst., 
when  in  the  name  of  a  large  number  of  sub¬ 
scribers  from  all  parts  of  the  Division,  Miss 
|  Alexandrina  Peckover,  daughter  of  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  the  County,  will  present  the  late 
j  member  with  a  service  of  plate  and  an  illumi- 
j  nated  address.  The  time  that  has  been 
!  suffered  to  elapse  since  the  General  Election 
1  must  not  be  taken  to  indicate  any  hesitancy 
1  as  to  the  desirability  of  such  a  recognition — -in 
fact  it  was  mooted,  immediately  afterwards,  in 
view  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brand’s  energetic  work 
in  the  Division  since  1891,  but  it  was  decided 
I  that  it  would  be  well  to  allow  political  feeling 
,  to  subside,  no  necessity  being  felt  for  precipi¬ 
tate  action.  Nevertheless,  in  due  course,  the 
j  unanimous  feeling  of  Mr.  Brand’s  supporters 
i  has  found  expression,  and  the  response  that 
i  has  been  made  from  all  parts  of  the  division, 

!  indicates  a  very  general  and  cordial  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  services,  not  alone  among  his  own 
political  friends,  but  even  with  those  who, 
whilst  differing  in  politics,  have  felt  that  he 
took  no  narrow  view  of  his  position,  but  bene- 
fitted  and  helped  wherever  his  kindly  interest 
and  influence  could  be  of  service.  This  is  not 
the  first  presentation  that  has  been  made  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brand,  for,  in  political  work,  it 
is  difficult  to  dissociate  the  member  and  his 
wife.  The  gift  to  Mrs.  Brand  of  a  diamond 
tiara  and  illuminated  album,  some  time  ago, 
was  indirectly  a  recognition  of  Mr.  Brand’s 
services,  as  well  as  those  of  his  wife.  Then, 
the  presentation  took  place  at  Wisbech,  but 
this  time  the  gathering  will  be  held  at  March, 
which  will  be  central  and  more  accessible 
from  the  remoter  parts  of  the  division. 
Although  Mr.  Brand  will  not  this  time, 
a3  he  has  many  times  before,  come  straight 
from  the  duties  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
address  his  constituents,  nevertheless,  in 
receiving  this  mark  of  approval  of  his  consistent 
political  conduct,  he  will  be  certain  to  give 
expression  to  his  views  of  the  political  situation 
with  which  he  is  still  in  touch.  It  is  many 
years,  we  venture  to  say,  since  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  have  met  without  a  single  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Hampden  family  within  its  wails. 
The  late  Viscount  Hampden’s  career  was  a  long 
and  honourable  one,  and  when  it  terminated  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  his  connection  with  the 
Legislature  as  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Lords  still  remained.  His  successor,  the 
present  Viscount  Hampden,  though  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  is  engaged  in  Colonial 
service  as  Governor  of  New  South  Wales.  The 
Hon.  A.  Brand,  after  fighting  four  strenuous 
battles  in  as  many  years,  has  met  with  a 
temporary  reverse,  and  his  brother,  the  Hon. 
T.  S.  Brand,  was  also  in  a  small  minority  in 
the  Eastbourne  Division  of  Sussex.  Hence, 
there  is  no  representative  actually  sitting  in  the 
present  Parliament  in  eithor  House,  a  break  in 
a  long  and  honorable  Parliamentary  record, 
belonging  to  an  old  family,  which  doubtless 
many  will  desire  to  see  repaired  ere  long,  and 
its  past  influence  in  the  support  of  Liberal 
legislation  in  the  councils  of  the  nation 
again  exerted.  We  believe  that  every  section 
of  politicians  will  recognise  that  Mr.  Brand 
has  discharged  his  duties  as  a  Parliamentary 
representative,  honourably,  conscientiously, 
and  diligently,  and  fully  deserves  the  recogni¬ 
tion  which  will  be  made  to  him  when  his 
friends  again  welcomo  him  and  Mrs.  Brand  to 
the  division  next  week.  There  are  not  a  few 
disappointments  and  drawbacks  to  those  who 
undertake  to  “  face  the  music  ”  of  a  Parlia¬ 
mentary  career,  but  not  the  least  compensation 
that  falls  to  a  member  or  candidate,  whether 
successful  or  not,  is  to  feel  that  he  has  the 
confidence  and  goodwill  of  a  large  portion  of 
ethe  constituency,  who  through  good  report  and 
vil  report,  are  yet  united  in  the  defence  of 
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